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Since ancient times, Japanese have taken advantage of locally growing trees and plants in
their daily lives, constructing homes from pillars and beams of cedar or cypress wood,
thatching their roofs with susuki grass and yoshi reeds, and weaving mats from soft reeds
for flooring. This exhibition focuses attention on the plants that support traditional
Japanese architecture and the craft techniques that were developed, particularly from the
point of view of plant science and architecture.
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Model of the structure of a thatched roof
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Types of thatching materials
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